Keys to developing End —of —Course Tests that will pass the review process

1. If SD DOE has an EOC test for a given subject, then there is a test blueprint on the EOC website.
The blueprints can be found at http://doe.sd.gov/oats/DistrictEOC.asp. The blueprint must be
used to develop a local test!

2. The blueprint is the minimum expectation for the test and all tests must have a minimum of 60

items so that each key concept has adequate coverage.

3. The blueprint identifies the standards that must be assessed along with the minimum Bloom’s
levels for the items and the distribution of items for a complete form. For Algebra 1 exams, the
blueprint specifies that 15% of the questions must address standard 9-12.A.1.1 and the level is
comprehension. The concepts and skills assessed here are key concepts that are foundational to
mastering Algebra 1.

4. The Math, Science, and Social Studies blueprints were developed by teachers in various
workgroups when the EOC exams were implemented by the Board of Education.

5. Achievement Series item banks can’t be used to create EOC exams.

6. The source of the items needs to be documented in the materials submitted for approval.

7. Anuntapped source of items for math, science, and social studies exams is the NAEP Question
Tool. Go to http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx . The Question Tool
contains released NAEP items that would be appropriate for EOC exams. For assistance in using
the Question Tool, contact Jan Martin at jan.martin@state.sd.us.

8. All documentation must be submitted as detailed in the EOC manual to ensure a smooth review
process so the tests can be approved in a timely manner.

9. Since students taking an EOC exam have two chances to pass the exam, it is critical that the two
test forms are parallel in structure.

*Two forms of a test are parallel when items on both are aligned to the blueprint but
contain different items. If there are 6 test items for Standard A on Form 1, then there needs
to be 6 different test items for Standard A on Form 2. This ensures that the student taking
the test for the second time does understand the concepts being assessed.

“Two or more forms of an exam are considered parallel when they have been
developed to be as similar to one another as possible in terms of the test
specifications...”



