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[bookmark: _Toc297197022]Letter to South Dakota Parents


The South Dakota Department of Education has approved the following companies to provide free tutoring to students who qualify for Supplemental Educational Services (SES). Your child’s school administrators will let you know if your student qualifies for these services. 

It is up to you to choose a provider that will work best for your child. We have providers who offer tutoring services at their place of business, online, in your home, at your child’s school, or a combination of these.  Along with this information booklet, you will receive a registration form. If you would like to sign your child up for free tutoring, simply fill out the form and return to your child’s school. You will be asked to choose up to three providers after you read through this information. If you have questions, talk with your child’s principal or teacher. Please be aware that there may be times when your first choice of provider is not available. The district will move your child to your second or third choice.

The SES program is a great way for you to become active in your child’s education and help your child become more successful in school. Again, if you have any questions, please ask your child’s teacher or principal. You may also contact the SES Coordinator at the SD Department of Education if you have questions or concerns about the free tutoring program. 

We hope you and your child have a wonderful school year.


Betsy Chapman
Public School Choice and SES Coordinator
South Dakota Department of Education
800 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501
605-773-4712
betsy.chapman@state.sd.us
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Types of Tutoring

Each child learns differently. As a result, one type of tutoring may work better for your child than another. If you are not sure what would work best with your student, talk with your child’s teacher or principal. 

Face-to-Face – These services provide your child with individualized tutoring, either in your home, at your child’s school, or at their place of business. In general, computers are not used as a major part of the tutoring program but may be used to enrich a subject.

Face-to-Face Tutoring using web-based computer programs – This type of tutoring allows students to log in to a program and to work with a tutor, either in person on site or through a telephone or a computer connection.

Web-based Tutoring – This type of tutoring allows the student to log in to the program and work at their own pace. Student progress is monitored and reports sent to the school and to parents. 


The following descriptions give an overview of the programs available to your child. Please read through them carefully before making your decision about which provider you will choose. They are organized by the type of service the provider offers.
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Face-to-Face Providers

Face-to-Face – These services provide your child with individualized tutoring, either in your home, at your child’s school, or at their place of business. In general, computers are not used as a major part of the tutoring program but may be used to enrich a subject.
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Academy of Learning

Description of Services
Sisseton Public Schools,  along with their current Afterschool Academy program is able to offer Supplementary Educational Services to your child through the use of a computer based program titled Academy of Math/Reading(Gr 3-5)Orchard(Gr K-2) (South Dakota standards based program that meets the needs of each individual child to promote their academic success). This program will also offer 1:1 tutoring for reading and math academic needs. The program assesses each child at the beginning of the program and then provides specific learning skills and activities that are used to meet the strengths and weaknesses of each unique individual.  At the conclusion of this tutorial service, your child will have been exposed to the standards of their current grade and further prepared to continue their school year and be ready for the upcoming years ahead in the educational career.

Description of Teacher Qualifications
Certified teachers monitor and help students while they work.

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Orchard Software is designed around scientifically based research and uses proven techniques to improve student achievement.
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Description of Services 
At Home Advantage Tutoring provides one-on-one tutoring in reading and/or mathematics to all students grades K-12, including English Language Learners and students with special needs. 
Tutors go to the homes of students.  Parents/guardians must be present in the home during each tutoring session. Tutors have flexible schedules and can accommodate the needs of working families. Most tutoring sessions are performed after normal business hours and on weekends
The number of sessions provided depends on each School District’s per pupil allocation — approximately 28-32 hours. Session length ranges from one to two hours depending on student age and need. The typical schedule is two one-hour sessions per week.      
Tutoring supports what is happening in the classroom and helps students master South Dakota State Content Standards

Description of Teacher Qualifications
Tutors have a minimum of 60 hours of post-secondary education. A bachelor’s degree is preferred. College education majors in their junior or senior year are also considered for employment.

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Of the 147 Sioux Falls students who completed tutoring with our company during the 2008-2009 school year, 95% demonstrated growth from the pre to the post assessment (KTEA II). The average growth for students in both reading and math is one academic year.
A 2008-2009 survey asked classroom teachers to comment on specific students, indicating whether or not the student demonstrated increased achievement, increased confidence, and/or increased interest in school. Survey responses represented 55 students, K-5. For 89% of the students, classroom teachers indicated increased achievement. For 65% of the students, classroom teachers indicated increased confidence. For 47% of the students, classroom teachers indicated increased interest in school.
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Black Hills Special Services Cooperative

Description of Services
Black Hills Special Services Cooperative (BHSSC) will provide SES services to eligible Kindergarten through 8th grade students in Rapid City and Belle Fourche.  SES services will be a face-to-face intervention supported by instructional products and electronically mediated instruction.  SES instructors will work with small groups (4-6) of students on-site at their school.  Both reading and math instruction will be available.  SES services will be guided by an Individual SES Plan that will be developed by the provider, parents and teacher.  Initial and on-going assessment monitors student progress and provide information necessary to improve the effectiveness of instruction.  Typically, students will participate in one hour SES sessions twice per week. Students attending schools where BHSSC also operates an after school program will have the opportunity to dually enroll in the after school program.  Participation in the after school program will provide additional opportunities for academic enrichment and engage and supervise students prior to and after their SES session.  Enrollment in the after school programs is typically at no or limited cost to families.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
BHSSC will primarily utilize certified teachers for SES instruction. Based upon the number of students enrolled and their individual needs, BHSSC may also add non-certified staff to provide additional support for teachers and students.  All SES staff will participate in initial orientation and ongoing professional development.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
While BHSSC has not been an SES Provider in the past two years, the organization and its programs and services have an extensive history of effectiveness in a variety of program areas.  Its after school programs are noted for their focus and effectiveness in areas of academic achievement and educational success.  The products and materials selected for instruction within the SES program have been recommended by school day staff, including math and literacy teacher leaders.  These instructional products, combined with SES instructors’ knowledge and skills, effectively align with state standards and classroom curriculum and instructional approaches.  They have been selected and will continue to be updated based upon: alignment with state standards and local district curriculum and instructional approaches; embedded summative assessment to initiate instruction and monitor progress; research base and validation; student engagement; adaptability for group, individualized and electronically mediated instruction; and appropriateness, adaptability for diverse student learners.
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Description of Services
Club Z! one-on-one in-home sessions are held at times that are convenient to parents/guardians and parents do not have to worry about transportation. For families that select Club Z! small group sessions, the groups are kept to a range of 2-4 students per instructor to ensure a highly conducive learning environment. Small group sessions are held on school grounds, public libraries, community centers, and other public facilities determined on a per case basis and accessibility to public transportation. The Club Z! program is wholly designed to meet the individual needs of students. Club Z! administers individual and group assessments from Pearson Education for all enrolled students to pinpoint their academic weaknesses. The assessment(s) used are determined by the student’s age, grade, and mode of instruction. Club Z! staff critically evaluates school provided assessment data and current grade level of each student to identify each student’s academic needs. The Student Learning Plan (SLP) goals are then written to address the student’s academic deficiencies. Club Z!’s successful program centers around the custom-made curriculum created to personally address the student’s weak academic areas. Club Z! utilizes Pearson Education curriculum directly aligned with the Pearson Education assessments and South Dakota State Standards. 
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Club Z! hires highly qualified certified teachers, degreed professionals and/or individuals with a minimum of 60 hours of college credit. To maximize individual student achievement in our program, Club Z! trains our instructors in effective instructional strategies.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Club Z!’s program design was selected based on extensive research supporting the effectiveness of individualized and small group instruction in increasing students’ academic achievement. According to a research study on individual tutoring, students receiving one-on-one tutoring instruction test at levels approximately 2 standard deviations above those who do not receive such support (Topping, 1998). Research also shows that small group instruction is also highly effective and provides an alternate choice for students selecting this program.
[bookmark: _Toc297197029]
Excel Achievement Center

Description of Services 
The Excel Achievement Center is designed to meet the individual learning style of each child. Our first step is a consultation with the parents and student. During this consultation, parents express their concerns about their child’s learning. After this, the director holds an informal interview with the student to find out his/her concerns as well as his/her strengths and interests. 
Following a series of diagnostic assessments, an individualized teaching plan is created for each child. This plan builds on the strengths of the child and gives precise techniques to assist with needs. At Excel, we believe that learning is a process, and with specific instruction, children can learn to enjoy this process. No two children learn in the same way. We know that once our students discover their own learning styles, confidence soars! We are excited to be a part of this discovery process.
Students are required to come a minimum of two times a week. Most students at Excel come three times a week. Excel has teachers who specialize in special education, dyslexia, ESL, reading instruction, and math instruction. Because our service is one-on-one, we find that students with ADD are able to focus and learn. The Center provides parents with information and research on dyslexia, and ADD. Parents will meet with the center director monthly and materials to further assist the child at home are also provided. 
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Teachers at Excel Achievement Center are highly qualified instructors; they hold a Master’s Degree in Education or have specialized training, such as Reading Recovery, that sets them apart from other instructors.  We hold monthly professional development sessions to continue to train our strong staff.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
We have had tremendous success as an SES provider over the years as our “End of Year Reports” have documented.  Also, we have received national accreditation through “AdvancED,” which is an organization that represents the “North Central Association Commission of Accreditation & School Improvement” in our region for tutoring facilities.
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Failure Free Reading

Description of Services
Nonreaders are no problem thanks to Failure Free Reading.  Your child will read faster, comprehend more and develop a better attitude.  We’ll help turn F’s into A’s. In particular, Failure Free Reading is the one SES provider that actually specializes in turning nonreaders to readers. Failure Free Reading has a proven track record with the learning disabled, autistic, hearing impaired, cognitively challenged, emotional disturbed and others. Services are delivered in small group instruction, using its award winning talking software instruction that turns the computer into a personal reading coach.  Paper and pencil individual reinforcement workbooks and independent reading booklets are also included.
Transportation is not provided. The after school tutoring program is designed to be delivered in the local school district’s buildings, churches or in community centers located in close proximity to eligible schools. Failure Free Reading is typically delivered in one-hour sessions, twice or more a week. An individualized pupil education plan is prepared for each student.

Description of Instructor Qualifications
Failure Free Reading will only hire individuals who meet NCLB personnel criteria. We provide our teachers with consistent teaching practices, online software and text materials that ensure a consistently implemented reading intervention program. Failure Free Reading then provides 3-5 hours of professional development to its newly hired tutors.  This process ensures that each tutor in each classroom has been trained in the Failure Free Reading methodology and implementation process. Failure Free Reading has been able to adjust, add and modify our services to meet the individual state and local need.

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Failure Free Reading has been involved in the provision of Supplemental Education Services since the passage of NCLB. Over the past three years, Failure Free Reading has trained over a thousand tutors in hundreds of sites across the nation to serve over ten thousand students involving close to a half million instructional sessions. In addition, Failure Free Reading is based on over 20 years of research and development.  Failure Free Reading has over 80 studies with an “n” of over 6300 students, demonstrating effectiveness with a wide range of student populations, age groups, and geographic settings. In addition, Failure Free Reading has research articles published in seven peer-reviewed journals, all documenting the program’s ability to accelerate the learning curve of special needs, Title I, and at-risk students.
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Description of Services 
Children will receive hands on and engaging learning.  Highly qualified teachers will provide individualized learning targets and goals that will help build the skills, habits and attitude needed for school.  Math, reading, writing and other individual needs will be provided in a safe, nurturing environment that meets the physical, emotional, social, and cognitive domains for each individual child needed to succeed in school. Each tutoring session will include one half hour session of Motion Evolution fitness activities.  Consistent communication between the parents and teachers will take place, as well as communication between the Fit-n-Fun Tutoring Program and the child’s classroom teacher to ensure that the needs of your child are being met. 

Description of Instructor Qualifications
All instructors of the Fit-n-Fun Tutoring Program will be highly qualified and hold a current teaching degree.  The instructors will be required to keep a portfolio on each child to track progress and other necessary information needed to help the child reach their goal.  All instructors will be required to use the SD State and Rapid City District standards.  The instructors will provide consistent communication with the parents, as well as communication with the child’s classroom teacher to ensure that the needs of the child are being met.

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
The instructor will be required to keep a portfolio on each child to track progress and other necessary information needed to help the child reach their goal.  Children will be given an assessment to see what their needs are and goals will be written to accommodate these needs.  Children will be closely monitored and assessed to track their learning to ensure that they are meeting their goals.  At the time of completion, the child will be assessed again to show the progress that was made.
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Focus 1st Tutoring

Description of Services 
Focus 1st Tutoring is a mentoring and tutoring company seeking to provide students of all genders, races, and economic backgrounds with academic tutoring in all school environments.  Academic tutorial subject areas include the following: Reading and Math. Educational supplements will occur in different forms depending on the student's need.  Forms of Tutorials are as follows: one-on-one sessions with instructors and small group tutoring sessions. Tutoring sessions will last between one and two hours, six days a week, Monday - Saturday. Our curriculum is aligned with South Dakota’s State Content Standards and the district’s curriculum in which we are servicing.  Students' prior knowledge is measured using diagnostic assessments and from that, individual learning plans are developed.  Sessions will be held at local schools, libraries, community centers, and churches within the district's vicinity.  Progress is formally reported to parents, schools, and each district at a minimum of once a month via written progress reports. 
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Our program employs highly qualified education professionals to facilitate its tutoring programs.  All instructors must be certified teachers, paraprofessionals, have a bachelor’s degree, or demonstrate competency in the core academic subject area they are teaching.  In addition to these requirements our instructors have a minimum of two years teaching experience, passed a criminal background check, consent to random drug testing policies and have effective communication skills.  This practice ensures that your child is always in the care of responsible individuals who can be trusted.  All of our tutors receive staff training prior to program implementation and ongoing staff development throughout the school year.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
We have had several students participate in our tutorial program. Here is the evidence of effectiveness of our program based on a sample of 200 students from 09/2010-12/2010 over a three month period of tutorial service.  The table below shows a ratio of the percent of students whose mastery of the content area pre-assessment over the percent of students whose mastery of the content area post-assessment.  It shows the overall improvement of the class of students who participated in our programs.

	Grade Level
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th

	Computation
	25/75     
	45/89     
	30/78     
	55/90     
	21/79    
	5/67      
	50/96     
	45/89

	Concepts  
	20/82     
	53/92     
	25/75     
	50/93     
	20/82    
	12/73    
	45/92     
	42/90

	Vocabulary
	23/67     
	35/89     
	20/78     
	15/69     
	22/84     
	25/87    
	20/78    
	10/68

	Compreh.
	10/79     
	25/85      
	18/80     
	12/75    
	15/69     
	20/85    
	15/80     
	12/76
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Description of Services 
Group Excellence, Ltd. (GE) is a mentoring and tutoring company dedicated to equipping students with the tools necessary to excel in school and life. Group Excellence offers many instructional programs, in which students may participate based on individual needs:
(1) Group Excellence offers face-to-face direct instruction after-school tutoring in many districts.
(2) Group Excellence offers interactive online tutoring, which allows students to practice the skills they need to succeed in school.
(3) Group Excellence provides students with instructional materials in subjects approved for SES tutoring, including workbooks and other related resources.
Trained GE tutors, who we call Life Coaches, will work with students individually and in small groups, not only in a tutoring capacity, but also in a mentoring role. All materials required for instruction are provided by Group Excellence. 
Description of Instructor Qualifications
All instructors must either be certified teachers, have a bachelor’s degree or have completed at least 2 years of study (defined as a minimum of 30 credit hours) at an institution of higher education or hold an associate's (or higher) degree. Prior to hire, instructors are screened through an interview process that includes assessments of their knowledge in the content area(s).
All instructors must complete the Group Excellence Certification Program including training in (1) mentoring, (2) state curriculum standards, (3) classroom management and (4) SES procedures. The GE Certification Program combines research in educational psychology with the best practices of professionals in the education field, including learning and subject specialists, counselors and teachers.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Our programs have been favorably evaluated by both independent researchers and the school districts we have served. 
For example, the Texas Title I 2006-07 Report from the Dallas Independent School District shows that students in our program achieve significant reading and math gains. This report showed that students who completed our program showed larger annual gains in English Language Arts/Reading (34 points) and math (18 points) than other SES providers. 
Another independent report, published in June 2009 by the Center for Research in Educational Policy, rated all Supplemental Education Services provider in Texas and our company received an "Above Standards" rating. This rating indicates that our students (in reading and math) made substantive achievement gains which were statistically significant with effect size greater than +0.25.
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Marlette Glanzer Tutoring

Description of Services
Marlette Glanzer  and staff will provide tutoring services in Reading for grades Pre-K through 3rd grade at her home in Mission, South Dakota. We will also being doing Reading Camps in the Summer. Pre-K through 3rd grade will be using Direct Instruction model and materials to teach reading.  The reading material used will be Reading Mastery Signature Edition.  

Description of Instructor Qualifications
All staff will be trained in Direct Instruction by Marlette Glanzer who has a Master of Education and is a certified reading coach in Direct Instruction.   Marlette has 20 years of teaching experience.   For the past 15 years Marlette has been well know in the community for provide private tutoring in reading.   References are available on request.  

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
After Students have been taught the material they will be  monitored with  in- program mastery tests and cumulative tests. The Dibel Test will be used to record effectiveness of the program. 

 In the abstract Student Program Alignment and teaching to Mastery(EJ788674).  The abstract stated that students that are taught to mastery know they are smarter and can remember facts quicker and retain information that is being taught.
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Description of Services
Skill Centers provide the opportunity for students at select Title I schools to receive after school tutoring in the areas of reading and mathematics. These one-hour tutoring sessions take place two afternoons per week in the child’s home school. Children receive instruction from a highly qualified teacher in groups of no more than four students. Each student’s achievement level is assessed upon entering the program and is reassessed frequently throughout the sessions. Parents and the child’s teacher are involved in the initial setting of goals for the sessions. They will receive regular updates on what is being taught and on the growth the child is making for each concept. Skill Centers tutors will have frequent contact with the child’s teacher and will be working closely with him/her as the child progresses through the program. 
Transportation home after the tutoring session is provided to those students who attend these Title I schools and are currently bused to and from school.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
All instructors are highly qualified, degreed, and certified by the state of South Dakota. Most tutors with Skill Centers are teachers within the Sioux Falls School District. Each tutor will receive a minimum of five hours of training prior to the start of the tutoring sessions and will continue to receive training periodically throughout the school year. Training will focus on best practices in reading and mathematics instruction, differentiation and formative assessment.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Student progress will be monitored on a continuous basis and will be reported to parents and the child’s classroom teacher two to three times per month. Tutors will meet regularly with the child’s teacher and will be kept apprised of progress in the classroom. The Sioux Falls School District administers End of Year Achievement Tests in both reading and math at the elementary level. These will serve to measure the effectiveness of the Skill Centers program. Students in grades three through eight also take the DStep test each spring. This test will also measure the program’s effectiveness.
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Description of Services
SLC provides personalized instruction for children K-12th grades at our campus in Rapid City or live at home through our internet based tutoring, Sylvan Online, for grades 3-12.  Online services are compatible with both PC or MAC computers, but do require either DSL or Dial-up internet.  Sylvan’s nationally acclaimed programs incorporate a proven approach to learning that will help your student catch up, keep up or get ahead in school.  Sylvan first creates a detailed profile of academic strengths and needs based on the results of the Sylvan Skills Assessment.  This comprehensive evaluation makes it possible for Sylvan to accurately determine where your child needs the most help and the best way to provide it.  Each student will complete specific areas of skill development with a Sylvan instructor.  To enhance long-term retention, the instructors employ proven mastery learning techniques.  This means that a new skill is not introduced until the child has mastered the previous one.

Description of Instructor Qualifications
To maintain the high quality associated with the Sylvan Learning Center Program, instructors must possess a Bachelor’s degree and a teaching certificate.  In certain circumstances, Sylvan Learning Center makes exception for math instructors who may be hired without a teaching certificate.  Most instructors also have previous teaching experience and some have Master’s level degrees, specialized educational certifications and membership in professional educational organizations.

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
In 2010 in our Sylvan Learning Center, 80% of our reading students increased at least one grade equivalent on the California Achievement Test (CAT) after 36 hours of instruction.  In 2010, 81% of our math students increased at least one grade equivalent on the CAT after 36 hours of instruction.  
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Description of Services
Sylvan Learning’s proven educational approach pinpoints what students need to succeed in the classroom and helps them master it. Sylvan Learning first pinpoints the skills the student needs based on the results of the Sylvan skills assessment. Based on the assessment, the student’s personal educational plan is developed with the skills they need. To enhance long term retention of skills, Sylvan’s instructors employ proven mastery learning techniques. Sylvan makes sure each new skill is mastered before moving on. No time is wasted assigning and teaching previously mastered skills. Each student will receive the individual attention they need to improve classroom performance. Sylvan instructors work individually with each student on the skills identified in the personal learning plan. Students are never placed at a computer for more than 10 minutes. Sylvan Learning’s staff will monitor each student’ s progress and with parent permission, will report progress directly to the parent/guardian and classroom teacher to ensure all learning goals are being achieved. Personal praise and reinforcement from caring instructors is a natural ingredient of the Sylvan Process.
Descriptions of Teacher Qualifications
Sylvan Instructors are state certified teachers. In addition to being certified, each Sylvan teacher is highly trained in Sylvan philosophy, methodology and table management. The role of the Sylvan Instructor is to develop a personal, professional relationship with each student and carry out the individualized student program to the best of their ability. Sylvan has one exception to certification requirements. Teachers who teach upper level math courses (Algebra and up), are not required to hold a teachers certificate but may be experts in math.
Sylvan uses a consistent and comprehensive recruitment and hiring process for assessing teacher qualifications. The process includes the completion of an application, resume review, in person interviews with at least two management team members, reference checks, and state required background checks.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
The answer to every question asked or task assigned is recorded in the student’s educational plan. The student must meet objective criteria before a skill is considered to have been mastered. For example, in vocabulary a student must score three consecutive 100%s or five 80%s. The next prescribed skill in only address when the preceding skill has been mastered. At the end of the student’s program, a post assessment is administered to evaluate progress.
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Face-to-Face with Web-Based Program Providers

Face-to-Face Tutoring using web-based computer programs – This type of tutoring allows students to log in to a program and to work with a tutor, either in person on site or through a telephone or a computer connection.
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Description of Services
Achieve HighPoints is an online math tutoring program for students in grades 3 to 12 aligned to South Dakota state standards.   Achieve HighPoints helps students reach grade level proficiency and achieve higher test scores on their South Dakota state math exams. Available from home 7 days a week, including weekend & holidays, using any internet enabled computer, our platform provides students with the flexibility to learn on their own schedule. Where requested, laptops will be provided for students to complete the program.
Through its built-in remediation capability, our program helps students recover learning gaps from prior grades.  Each student receives a system-generated individual student learning plan, based on the results of their assessment, which is their custom prescription for math success.  Parents and teachers have real-time access to student performance.
Description of Teacher Qualifications
Students and parents have access to live virtual tutors via the internet.  These tutors will help and encourage students as they proceed with their tutoring curriculum.  Our virtual tutors / instructors hold at least a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics or a related field such as engineering.  All interaction will be via email or telephone and will be coordinated between the tutor and a parent or guardian.  
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Achieve HighPoints has successfully delivered over 220,000 hours of online tutoring to 6,000+ students in several states. Our internal tracking shows that students who use the program for the prescribed 30 hours will see an increase of 15 points on average in their pre and post test results.  This is like going from a 78 to a 93.  In a recent study,  Achieve HighPoints students met or exceeded the state math standards test requirements. *  82.5% of students enrolled with Achieve HighPoints reported that their math grade improved in school. *  87.6% of students were satisfied or very satisfied with the tutoring service from Achieve HighPoints.*  86.5% of participants would recommend Achieve HighPoints to their friends. 
Hundreds of parents and students have sung the praises of Achieve HighPoints over the years.  One recent comment from a S. Dakota parent reads:   “It’s helped my son tremendously…. encouraged him to learn and has done wonders … even improved at school and is receiving comments from his teacher….has made learning fun and easier to comprehend”.
Yolanda Q., Rapid City Area School, 
For more messages parents/students, check out : http://www.achieveses.com/static/testimonials.aspx
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Description of Services
ATS Project Success offers eligible K-12 students support in English language arts (including reading) and mathematics. We offer services online in the comfort of each student's home with a loaned, preprogrammed computer (PC) and dial-up Internet service at no cost. We assess students to determine each student's instructional level and learning objectives. Next, we set and adjust the curriculum to provide activities at the appropriate level. We encourage students to complete two one-hour sessions per week. Our staff monitors student progress online and follows-up with calls to the student and his/her parents once each week. We also provide parents with monthly written reports (English/Spanish/Hmong) and work with schools and teachers to make sure the student's efforts in our program are helping them succeed in the classroom as well. Grade K-8 students use the SuccessMaker© program from Pearson Learning and grade 9-12 students use the Odyssey© program from CompassLearning.
Description of Teacher Qualifications
All tutorial staff have an Associate's degree, 60 college or university credits, or have successfully completed an assessment measuring knowledge of reading, writing, and math. Most tutorial staff are degreed and certified in the subject area being taught. Twenty-six percent of our staff has at least three years experience tutoring SES students in the program. When hired, tutors complete a 60-hour training program, which includes training in curriculum and working with at-risk students. Tutors engage in professional development throughout the school year. Our staff has an average of five years experience in teaching.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Of the 958 grade K-8 students that completed the reading program, the average starting IPM assessment level was 2.76 and the average final level was 4.03, with an average gain of 1.27 instructional levels, achieved with an average of 28.37 hours of tutoring in reading. The expected gain was 0.95 of an instructional level, but the students exceeded their expected gain in reading by 0.33 of an instructional level. Of the 658 grade K-8 students that completed the math program, the average starting IPM assessment level was 3.89 and the average final level was 4.98, with an average gain of 1.09 instructional levels, achieved with an average of 28.47 hours of tutoring in math. The expected gain was 0.95 of an instructional level, but the students exceeded their expected gain in math by 0.14 of an instructional level.
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Description of Services
Our customized tutoring program allows Babbage Net School to cater to specific and individual student requirements. When a student enrolls in the Babbage Net School SES Program, they are given a pre-assessment test to identify their areas of greatest need. Based on their test results, a customized curriculum is created and installed on a PC laptop computer, which is then given to the student for use during the program. This allows the student to go through each of the lessons at their own pace and take the assessments at the end of each instructional unit. Since there is no set time a student must remain at the computer, it allows them to attain grade level proficiency easier and more comfortably.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Our tutors are carefully selected from an experienced and competitive pool of applicants. We look for many unique characteristics when selecting tutors, particularly their ability to effectively communicate information and positively relate with our students. In addition, all of our tutors are certified by the National Tutor Association (NTA), which we provide at our own expense. Many of our tutors possess teaching experience and have worked with a diverse group of students in the past, such as English Language Learners. Because of this, most of our staff is trained to communicate in Spanish with students who are having difficulty overcoming the language barrier.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
It is highly important that Babbage Net School monitors the effectiveness of its program on a routine basis. Our evaluations constantly enable us to improve or clarify programming. Many of our Babbage Net School students are ESL students who have proven that our unique program works. A primary example of our success came from Chase Elementary School, a Chicago Public School that is composed of primarily Spanish-speaking students. We served over 25 students and our post-assessment displayed an 11 percent increase in reading scores, 10 percent rise in writing scores and a 9 percent rise in math scores. These results are very common within the Babbage Net School program and are what you can expect within your child as well
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Description of Services 
Educate Online is America's leading provider of live, personalized, at-home tutoring. Educate Online has successfully served more than 50,000 students since 2002, including more than 600 in South Dakota since 2006.  All tutoring takes place online. Our programs in math and reading utilize individualized, direct instruction and mastery learning techniques to address each student’s specific skill gaps.  Teachers teach, and re-teach as necessary, so that students truly master the goals on their individual learning plans before moving on to the next lesson. On average, students who complete either our math or reading program gain a grade level in skills.  Students typically take two to four 60-minute sessions each week. Sessions are offered seven days a week, after school and on weekends. Families are able to choose the days and times that work best for their own schedules. All sessions take place in the safety and convenience of each student’s home – eliminating the need for transportation. Using the headset and computer provided by Educate Online, students log on to a virtual classroom from home, while their instructors log on from another location. Students and teachers are able to view the same desktop, and work together effectively. Students take the California Achievement Test-5 at the beginning of the Educate Online program to provide a baseline for determining an individualized learning plan. An experienced Prescription Monitor creates a plan with appropriate goals and timeline for completion, with parental participation.  Instructors are able to access historical student data, including number of lessons completed, lesson scores, and teacher notes related to student performance, motivation, and learning style. During and after each session, the instructor makes additional notes and rates each session on academic success, behavior, appropriateness of materials, etc.  As students work through the program, Prescription Monitors review the teacher notes, check progress and adjust lesson plans accordingly to ensure that students have mastered each skill before moving on to the next goal in their personalized learning plans.
Description of Teacher Qualifications
All sessions are taught by U.S. state-certified teachers with at least two years of teaching experience.  Student-to-teacher ratios do not exceed 3:1.  
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
The major design elements of the Educate Online program are backed by sound educational research and powered by patented technology and methodology. In a recent study of South Dakota students, approximately 32% of the students enrolled in the Educate Online math program and 27%enrolled in the Educate Online reading program were English Language Learners or Special Education students. Of these students, 82% felt that the program helps them do better in school and 64% said their grades improved
[bookmark: _Toc297197043]

Ivy League Tutor Inc.

Description of Services
Ivy League Tutor uses a computer-based tutoring program (MAC or PC), combined with real-time assistance from the highly-qualified tutors, focused on each student’s learning needs. If a student does not have a computer at home, they will be provided a PC laptop, accompanied with our tutoring program, for use while the student participates in the program. We use a research-based program, A+nywhere Learning System (A+LS), which allows students to work on the same skills in math (including Algebra and Geometry), reading, and English Language Arts that they are expected to learn at school. Each student in our program receives an individual learning plan at the beginning of the program. Based on the family’s schedule, parents and students choose times for three sessions per week. In the comfort of their own home, students log in at the scheduled time to Ivy League Tutor website, study the lesson, and complete exercises. A tutor will monitor the session, contact the student by telephone is he/she is having problems, and teach the student via the internet until he/she masters the skill. Computer-based tutoring in the home is fun, effective, and convenient.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Ivy League Tutor’s basic requirements for instructional staff include a Bachelor’s or Master’s Degree from an accredited university, a minimum of one year of tutoring or teaching experience, excellent references and a passion for helping students success. In hiring tutors, our preference is to hire tutors with several years experience teaching or tutoring low-income, Title 1 students and students from varied ethnic and cultural backgrounds. We hire bilingual tutors in order to work with LEP students. Preference is given to tutors who have had significant prior experience working with low-income students to develop cognitive and analytical abilities.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
Ivy League Tutor has a proven track record of success in increasing student mastery of academic skills and helping students improve performance on assessments. Our assessment results show that, after an average of 25 hours of instruction, our students’ math scores improved by an average of 14 points and their reading scores by an average of 19 points on the A+LS Adaptive Assessment. Students have a positive response to the online instructional model. Parents confirm that our instructional team goes beyond the tutorial role and provides encouragement and mentoring to all students. As a parent of an 8th grade math student attests, “Ivey League Tutor has been amazing….and it has worked wonders for my son. He is excited and eager to get online and start his tutoring. I have recently seen an increase in his math from a C to a B.”
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Keep Hope Alive Projects, Inc.
Description of Services
A non-profit organization that has been successful in providing tutoring for the past 4 years. Ninety-eight percent of our students meet their reading, math and ESL goals.  K-12 students receive tutoring in Reading, Writing, and Math, 4 hours a week in 2-hour sessions. Tutoring is provided in 1:1or small group settings. Parents choose which 2 days of the week their children will attend.  Based on needs determined by pre-assessments, we collaborate with parents to develop a student learning plan with goals and benchmarks designed to target the area of assessed student need. The student learning is sent to the district for approval. Tutors provide 1 hour of reading and 1hour of math or 2 hours of either reading or math.  There are 2 tutors per session, either 2 teachers or 1 teacher and 1 assistant. We use Voyager’s high quality, research-based reading and math materials, which include a blend of teacher-directed instruction and online practice proven to raise student test score. Our instruction is direct, explicit and targeted intensively to address assessed needs of each student. We provide monthly, interim and final progress reports to parents, school and district.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Instructional staff is highly qualified. They have the training and experience working with Title I and low income/achieving students. Many are state certified teachers who are currently teaching. Some have college degree in related fields with minimum two years of tutoring experience. Others are paraprofessionals in the field and are in college pursuing their teaching credentials Staff have gone through our certification program and passed proficiency tests in reading and math instruction. Our tutors are flexible and have the patience to work with students with diverse needs. They are knowledgeable about our curricula and all SES tutoring procedures and compliance issues. In addition, our tutors participate in monthly professional developments in order to refine their instructional skills and strategies. They have been trained in differentiated instruction, standards-based instruction and SDAIE strategies for working with English Language Learners (Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English).
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
Parents’ testimonials and surveys indicate that our instructional program has helped their students improve their grades in school, maintain good attendance and improve their self-confidence as they become more successful and more motivated to be in school.  We surveyed 30 parents in the Lynwood (CA) Unified School District, all of whom stated that the program had resulted in improved outcomes for their children.  Twenty-three parents rated the program “excellent”; the remaining seven parents rated it as “good” (the top two ratings on a four-point scale). Analysis of our students’ pretests and posttests indicate an average increased score of 53 points. Ninety six percent of students consistently met their goals. In California, 92% of our students moved up at least one band on the California Standards Test in three consecutive years after participation in our program.
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Learn It Systems

Description of Services
Learn It Systems provides math and reading instruction to students in grades K-12. Instruction is offered either in-person, in small groups or online.  For our in-person, direct instruction program, students work in small groups on reading or math lessons with an instructor. We offer online instruction in a live format where students work on lessons with a teacher in real-time and we offer a software-based asynchronous online program where students work on assigned lessons on their own and meet with an instructor once a week. Our online platform is web-based. Therefore, the program can work on any operating system (MAC, PC, or Linux). Students in our programs, both in-person and online, take a pre-assessment that is aligned to the South Dakota state assessment. This assessment is used to identify student skill gaps and using this data, Learn It Systems works in consultation with the student’s parents and classroom teacher to develop a Student Learning Plan. This plan is used by our teachers to guide instruction. We provide monthly progress reports and pre and post testing to determine student progress.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
For our in-person program, Learn It Systems strives to hire only instructors who are South Dakota certified teachers. For our online programs, we strive to hire only U.S.-based certified teachers. However, in all our programs, if certified teachers are not available, we require a minimum of an Associate’s Degree. All of our teachers undergo a 4-hour training program which includes training on our program, curriculum, assessment, progress reporting, classroom management (for an online or in-person environment), Student Learning Plans, how to effectively work with parents, how to work with ELL students and students with disabilities, and provider ethics. All instructors are required to pass a training assessment prior to providing instruction which demonstrates their understanding of our program and ability to implement the program successfully. 
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Learn It Systems has provided math and reading tutoring to approximately 35,000 students nationwide. Students who complete our program demonstrate gains on our assessment and we have excellent ratings in customer satisfaction from parents, students, and school officials. Students who have completed our math program demonstrate an average increase of 18 points on our math assessment and those that have completed our reading program demonstrate an average increase of 15 points on our reading assessment. Additionally, when we surveyed parents about their overall satisfaction with our program, 93% responded that they would recommend our program to another family and that they were pleased with our program
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Learning Solutions of the Black Hills

Description of Services
Learning Solutions is a private learning center that provides supplemental reading and math instruction to children with learning difficulties and disabilities.  The SES intervention provided will be through ReadingPlus, a silent reading fluency and vocabulary development program, Lexia, a reading program for younger readers that emphasized phonic skills, My Reading Coach and two math programs, Symphony Math and Apangea Math.  All of these programs are research based and have very good outcome data.  They are web-based so students may decide to use them at times other than when they are in the classes.  These are supplemental and can be used to support any reading or math curriculum. The different programs enable us to customize a child’s tutoring experience based on age and learning difficulty. There are always monitors working with the children during their tutoring time so your child always has support available.

Description of Instructor Qualifications
Dr. Arnio is the president of Learning Solutions and will also be an instructor as part of the SES program.  First trained as a school psychologist, Dr. Arnio worked in the Children's Reading Clinic at the University of Iowa where he supervised teachers who were obtaining a Masters' degree in reading disabilities.  After obtaining his doctorate in clinical psychology, Dr. Arnio has maintained a strong interest in learning difficulties with children and adults. He has obtained additional training from the Lindamood-Bell Corporation in San Luis Obispo, California, from Tufts University in Boston and other universities to keep current on assessment and interventions for learning problems. All staff working at Learning Solutions as part of the SES interventions will have at least a Bachelor's degree with experience working with children who have learning problems. Currently the staff consists of special education teachers, a speech therapist, a school psychologist, and retired teachers.    

Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Each of the programs is well researched and has its own body of outcome data.  The ReadingPlus and Lexia programs were used in the 2010-2011 SES program with good results.  Some students increased their reading skills by more than two years.  The attachments have the relevant research for each of these programs. This program has shown very substantial increases in reading comprehension and fluency scores for a variety of children, including those in regular education, Title I classes and special education. The math programs have also seen increases similar to those in the reading programs.
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Description of Services
StudentNest.com provides high quality, research-based, live, interactive, online tutoring in math that has been  proven to increase students’ skills and deepend their understanding of concepts. Students interact with tutors one-on-one using a headset with microphone and voice over internet protocol technology. They hear each other and interact visually using our virtual classroom computer screen and whiteboard.
StudentNest.com's online instructional materials are researched-based and aligned with the South Dakota State Standards. In each session, students practice the skills they need based on diagnostic testing.StudentNest.com will be developing lesson assessment materials that are State Standards. Using a State-like format prepares students for the real State Exams and develops their confidence when taking state exams. Tutoring is available every day and at any time the student is available and has access to the internet. Tutoring usually takes place in students' homes. Lessons are in English with bilingual tutors when needed. For students who do not have a computer and/or internet service at home, StudentNest.com will meet that need.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
StudentNest.com tutors are chosen because of their demonstrated caring attitude, enthusiasm for and skill in teaching mathematics, and ability to reach, relate to and to motivate students using our internet technology. Every StudentNest.com tutor holds a bachelors degree and has a minimum of two years of satisfactory work experience. Most StudentNest.com tutors are credentialed and experienced teachers who are retired or staying home with young children. Many are bilingual. All know they will be working with Title I, low achieving, English Language Learners, and/or disabled students. StudentNest.com tutors are required to submit college transcripts, teaching credentials, and references. They must satisfactorily complete a 3 hour live, online training using the StudentNest.com platform. StudentNest.com tutors receive continuing professional development via the remote meetings capability of our platform, and they provide feedback on successful strategies that is shared among all the tutors. All StudentNest.com US based tutors must pass both a state and federal (FBI) background check.  Certain tutors are used from India and have a local background done by the local Police Department.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
StudentNest.com has tutored over 2,500 students in each of the last 3 years. Students are given a pre-assessment based on the prior year's standards, that is, a fifth grader will be tested on the fourth grade standards. The average score is approximately 40%. Once the tutoring hours are completed with us, the post-assessment is at grade level. The average score is approximately 75%. We have many anecdotal communications from students and parents that working with their StudentNest.com tutor has developed a confidence in the students that they can learn math that they 'like' math, because they now understand how math works. Student attendance at our sessions, a strong measure of effectiveness, is better than 85%.
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TutorCo

Description of Services
TutorCo provides LIVE 1-on-1 Online Tutoring for grades 3 to grade 12 students in Math. Our personalized learning programs let you study at your own pace and help you excel. Our Tutors are highly qualified, motivated and committed to making a difference in your academic performance. Online Tutoring lets you study in the convenience of your own home all year round. Each session is just like a private tutoring session. Or state-of-the-art (yet simple to use) technology ensures that the student and tutor interact over the internet, just like if they were sitting next to each other. First, we consult with the parents and the student, to assess the learning needs and style of the student. We create a personalized learning program to improve the student’s confidence and grade in Math. We send bi-weekly reports to parents and teachers at the student’s school. Last year, 84% of enrolled students saw their scores and grades improve, after tutoring with us. We will provide all the study materials for the students registered for our program. Services are available Monday through Saturday, 9am to 11pm local time. Call us at (952) 960 2799 or visit us online at http://www.TutorCo.com, for more information.
Descriptions of Teacher Qualifications
Our tutors have at least a bachelor's degree and at least 3 years of classroom teaching experience. Most of them have an advanced degree in math and/or a degree in education. We pick progressive, highly motivated and capable individuals who have consistently performed among top 10% of their peer group to be our tutors. Their experience and professional strength enables them to identify learning gaps and address them. Having taught a variety of students in the past enables them to tailor their style to the needs of a particular student. Representative Profiles of our staff: Curriculum Designer: Bachelor’s & Master’s degree in Math, 4 years experience in teaching math, data analysis and data interpretation from grade 8 to 12, 4 years experience in designing curriculum for grade 4 to grade 12 students. Tutor A: Bachelor’s & Master’s degree in Math, Graduate degree in Education, 7 years experience in teaching math to middle and high school students. 
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
In 2008-2009 school year, 126 Title I students completed our personalized Math tutoring program of 30 hours each, in the Minneapolis School District in Minnesota. We tested them on a pre-assessment test (before they started the program) and a post-assessment test (after completion of the program), made by us on the basis of detailed Minnesota Curriculum Guidelines published by the State Dept of Education. Their data is as follows: Average Score on Pre-Assessment Test: 40.45 on 100 Average Score on Post-Assessment Test: 68.88 on 100 # of Students which showed improvement: 111 Best Score Improvement: 73% (Score went from 20 to 93).
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Tutorial Services

Description of Services
Tutorial Services combines on-line instruction with phone-based tutoring support, which is provided to students in their home.  We use the on-line CompassLearning Odyssey (CLO) reading, language arts, science and math curricula, which are aligned with National as well as South Dakota state content standards.  We provide students with a computer (brand new laptop) for use during the program for instructional purposes. The student’s are given a pre-assessment test in Language arts/reading and math and a learning path will be developed immediately from their scores.  We require the students to be on the program two to four hours per week at their own pace.  They will be monitored by our highly qualified tutors and will report to their parents on a bi-weekly basis.  Their tutors will also send monthly progress reports to the district, teachers, and parents.
Descriptions of Teacher Qualifications
Our minimum qualifications for tutors are: 1) completion of at least of 60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours
with at least 12 credit hours completed in education, 2) at least one year of successful experience teaching or working with youth in an educational setting, and 3) demonstrated computer literacy. As of August 2009, we will only hire tutors with a valid teaching certificate. We have no additional licensure requirements, professional affiliation requirements, and memberships.  Our local program coordinators meet the August 2009 requirements for tutors. All staff members are required to submit proof of clearance of a level 2 background check (state and national fingerprint-based criminal history check) prior to being hired by our organization, and must resubmit verification of clearance every year.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
The qualitative data we have collected from the report cards and surveys in the past year have been very educational.  On average our students in last year were absent 3.4 days.  When the parents were polled on a scale of one to ten (one = poor, ten = excellent), grading how their child’s scores improved after using our program.  During the 08-09 school year the students improved 2.44 points in math and 2.23 in language arts.  The students who had sent their current report card showed that 98% had at least a 72 (C) or higher in math and 100% of the students had above a 71 in Language Arts after using our program.  We had 1042 students enrolled in our program during 08-09 school year, 914 of those student's completed the program.  The average language arts pre-assessment score was 55.9% and the average post assessment score was 62.2%, a 6.3% gain.  The average math pre-assessment score was 59.3% and post assessment was 66.2%, a 6.9% gain.
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Web-based Tutoring – This type of tutoring allows the student to log in to the program and work at their own pace. Student progress is monitored and reports sent to the school and to parents. Often, a tutor or monitor is present when the student is working if services are offered at the school campus.
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Description of Services
1 Stop Math + Reading in an online, web-based tutoring program which can be used on any operating system (MAC or PC). It can be accessed both in and out of school, 24/7. We focus our academic instruction on Pre-K-12 reading and/or math at all learning levels. We will identify your student’s weaknesses and target our instruction to meet those goals accordingly.  Our program aligns with South Dakota State Standards and will assist students on state mandated tests (D-STEP). Written reports will be provided on a regular basis to both parents and teachers.
Descriptions of Teacher Qualifications
South Dakota certified teachers will be hired to assist and monitor students while they work online. 1 Stop Math + Reading’s advisory board has over 80 years of teaching experience. They have taught in economically depressed areas in South Dakota.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness 
Historical Data on our program show an overall increase in performance.
One study:
LILLIE BURNEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI: in grades K–6 generally, in the English language learners program, with high-performing students, and in an after-school program.
After using CompassLearning Odyssey Reading, Mathematics, and ELL, students showed gains on the Mississippi Comprehensive Test. Students in grades 2–6 moved from the Basic to the Proficient level in all grades and subjects.
• Students in grades 2–6 gained between 20 and 40 scale score points in mathematics on the Mississippi 
   Comprehensive Test (MCT) from 2003 to 2005.
• Students in grades 2–6 gained between 10 and 40 scale score points in reading on the MCT from 2003 to 2005.
• Students in grades 2–6 gained between 20 and 60 scale score points in language arts on the MCT from 2003 to 2005.
The CompassLEarning Odyssey has won multiple awards (BESSIE, CODIE, EDDIE).
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Description of Services
Our online tutoring program has a single focus – making sure that your child succeeds in his or her school math class.  Through detailed consultations with your child’s teacher about weekly topics for the school year, we are able to design math instruction in such a way that your child will only be working on math topics relevant to the topics being covered in class - at the time those topics are being covered.
We accurately identify gaps in the student’s knowledge.  In a given week, we target only those knowledge gaps that are needed for understanding the current school topics.  We ensure that all relevant related topics are mastered before allowing the student to proceed with the current school topics. That way, the student does not become lost in class, due to not having sufficient background knowledge.
By keeping a tight focus on the teacher’s lesson plans, and having your child work only on topics needed for understanding current classroom topics, our program allows your child to make the most effective use of her study time, and increases her chances for success in the school course. If used 3-4 hours per week, our program will last the entire school year.  You won’t run out of hours.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
Your instructor has degrees in Mathematics, Aeronautical Engineering, and Business, with a total of 15 years teaching experience in these three subject areas.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
The Average Historical Student Learning Rates with the program are about 90%.
One study:
IRVINE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT - IRVINE, CA
This program was used as a supplement to traditional classroom-based teaching in various mathematics classes throughout the district. Results - Students who used the program showed an increase of 12 national percentage ranking points on the Stanford 9 test, while students not using the program gained less than four points. The greatest improvements were found in students who fell between the 20th and 75th percentile.
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Description of Services
We tutor K-12 grade levels students in Math AND Language Arts (Reading and Writing) at your child’s school immediately after they are dismissed.  The program is entirely ONLINE and once we assess your child, a customized curriculum will be generated for them to complete.  The classes will be held several times a week and the kids are usually out by 4:00 or 4:30.  Reports will be provided to the schools and parents on a monthly basis and will be in easy to understand written form.  We do provide tutoring to Special Ed kids but we prefer the parents consult with us prior to enrolling to ensure a proper decision has been made.  Our program is supported by both Mac and PC computers and since we have worked in most of the districts in SD the district’s and SD DOE IT dept is quite familiar with our program and we’ve worked out most of the glitches.  Our headquarters is located in Minnesota and we have local representation should you have any fairs or events you would like us to attend and speak to parents.
Description of Instructor Qualifications
All instructors have at least a 4 year college degree from an accredited university.  In addition, we have instructors with a degree in teaching and instructors with master’s degrees. Prior to working for Acadamia, our teachers have received a thorough criminal background check.  This background check is performed by nationally known, Pre-employment.com (also known as Infortal Worldwide). The application process evaluates not only a teacher’s background and knowledge, but also the ability to relate with clarity and focus towards the children, parents and school personnel.  Upon hiring, the training is focused on clear communication with the school personnel and parents who required additional patience and compassion compared to the general population of parents.  Acadamia’s teachers are deeply committed to helping the student succeed.  We hold weekly and monthly progress meetings to discuss issues and ideas to better help the students and parents.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
During the 2010-2011 school year, and on average over the last four years, we had just over 1,300 students enrolled in our program all of which were from the No Child Left Behind program.  Of these, we have evidence of academic improvement in over 94% of all active students.  This is based on pre and post tests we perform on each student and is provided to districts and states and end of year (including SD). As an example, we’ve served as an SES provider for Toledo Public Schools (Toledo, OH) since the 2003-2004 school year.  This is a school district that has over 5,000 eligible students for SES each year and is recognized by the US DOE as a leading district in the implementation of SES in the country.  They currently have a consultant, The Schuett Consulting Group, who monitors and evaluates each provider’s effectiveness each school year.  The effectiveness rating is as follows:  Not Effective (0-19 points), Needs Improvement (20-39) and Effective (40-57).  Over the past four years our rating has been the maximum 57 points.  This can be found on OH Dept of Education’s website
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Accel Online

Description of Services
Accel Online provides tutoring services online in math and science for 3rd -12th grade students after school. The service is accessible from any computer.  The system is very easy to use as students work directly on electronic whiteboards (computer software) with their tutors and use voice/chat functions to communicate. Each student is provided their own webpage so all information is kept confidential and parents may review their student’s work at any time. Laptop computers and internet access are provided for use during the program if students do not access so they may complete the program. Our teaching method is Socratic.  We ask the student to supply an answer to a problem or question and then ask how they arrived at that answer.  Each step of their response must have appropriate logic or evidence.  In this way, we can pinpoint very quickly the precise point of logical error or misunderstanding of a topic.  Grades rise quickly when this happens. All students are pre post-tested with state standardized exams to identify their skill gaps.  Learning plans are written based on these results and modified as the tutoring sessions indicate.  All instructors in the program are assessed and trained prior to being hired to ensure each student receives the best possible instruction.  It is only with these instructors using our Socratic instruction that 80% of our students have raised their grades 15% historically in our program.
Description of Teacher Qualifications
Minimum qualifications are a college degree in the field to be tutored, a high score on our candidate assessment test, a year of Title 1 tutoring experience, and familiarity with the internet. The candidate must learn how to ask questions of a student to ensure a lesson is learned rather than provide answers which may relieve the student of the responsibility of learning a topic.  It is a difficult skill to master and one we stress prior to being hired.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Students were tested using a pre-post exam format. Of the 250 students tutored over the past two years, over 150 were evaluated. [image: ]
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Description of Services
Learn-It offers eligible K-8 students support in reading and mathematics. We offer services online in classrooms at the student’s school. In addition to the online delivery method, at least one highly qualified teacher and additional tutors are on site, to ensure one adult supports no more than 6-8 students at any given time.  At the beginning of the school year, students are assessed to determine each student's instructional level and learning targets. Next, the curriculum is set and adjusted to provide lessons at the appropriate level. Students will be encouraged to complete three one-half hour sessions per week.  Student progress is monitored online and communicated to students after each session. We also provide parents with regular written reports and work with classroom teachers to make sure the students’ efforts in the program are helping them succeed in the classroom as well. Grade K-8 students use the SuccessMaker© program from Pearson Learning.  Transportation home after the tutoring session is provided to those students who attend identified Title I schools and are currently bused to and from school.
Descriptions of Teacher Qualifications
Tutors are either highly qualified teachers (HQT)or qualified paraprofessionals who have at least 60 hours of post secondary education and/or have passed the paraprofessional test.  Each site will have at least one HQT to supervise qualified paraprofessionals. Most will be current employees of the school district, and if not will meet the aforementioned guidelines and receive the same training.  Tutors will engage in a minimum of five hours of professional development prior the start of tutoring as well as on-going training throughout the year.  Training will focus on how to use the SuccessMaker© application, “classroom” management, and utilizing reports to adjust courses based on student needs.
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Student progress will be monitored on a continuous basis and will be reported two times a month to parents and to the child’s classroom teacher. The HQT tutor will meet regularly with the child’s teacher to be kept apprised of progress in the classroom. The Shannon County School District administers beginning and end of year Benchmark Assessments in both reading and math.  Along with SuccessMaker progress, these will serve to measure the effectiveness of the Learn-It program. Students in grades three through eight also take the Dakota STEP test each spring. This test will also measure the program’s effectiveness. 
Effectiveness of SuccessMaker: Of the 600 grade 3-8 students that participated in reading, during 3 months gains ranged from 3 months to 9 months and for math, from 4 months to 6.5 months.  This is a better than an average gain being documented during the school year and by continuing the program for tutoring, the gains are expected to be larger
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Description of Services
Supplemental programs for students within the Smee School District that are researched based and proven to improve academic achievement in reading and math.  Instructional delivery will be delivered through the use of Accelerated Math, Accelerated Reading, Study Island, Successmaker, CGI Math, and SRA by tutors and computer aided instruction.  Methods of delivery used in the program will be small group instruction and individual instruction.  Tutoring will be individualized based on student needs and the program developed for each student even in the small group, as well as the ways in which tutors will adjust each student's programming based on student progress.  The ratio of students to instructors is 10 to 1 with 45 minutes of reading and 45 minutes of math.  Transportation will be provided to students enrolled in the program. 
Descriptions of Teacher Qualifications
Instructors of the program are highly qualified by the state of South Dakota in the subject areas of reading and math.  Instructors are chosen from the Smee School District staff members and must apply to become an instructor.    
Description of Evidence of Effectiveness
Several assessment strategies will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the program.  Local DACS, STAR, and Early Literacy assessments will be used to determine pre and post program scores of each student. Instructors will evaluate and monitor student’s progress and modify lessons based on student progress. The program monitoring, review, and evaluation will be ongoing and provided by the program director.
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Grade Subj. # of Stud. Year Pretest Posttest % of Change

7  Math 26 2008  39% 70% 31%

8 Math 20 2008 35% 52% 17%

 7  Math 28 2009  52% 71% 19%

  3    ELA 26 2008 19% 45% 26%

 10    ELA 20 2009  60% 86% 26%
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