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The Head Start / State Collaboration Office - (http://doe.sd.gov/oess/headstart.asp) 
The Head Start / State Collaboration Office, at the Department of Education, established in 1990, is the state's central point 
of contact between South Dakota Head Start programs and State agencies. Its purpose is to disseminate information about 
Head Start, assist in development of multi-agency and public/private partnerships between Head Start and the State, assist 
with interagency agreements for services and transitions from early childhood into the public schools, collaborate with other 
agency initiatives, and help build early childhood systems and access to comprehensive services for all low-income children.

Type of Eligibility
	 The total cumulative enrollment of children in 
Early Head Start and Head Start for the 2011/12 
program year was 5,788. The table shows the 
breakout by children for each program. 

Total Cumulative Enrollment 5,788
Pregnant Women    105

Children 5,683
Head Start Children 4,601

Early Head Start Children 1,802

	 Priority for enrollment in Early/Head Start is 
provided to families living in poverty as well as 
children who are: homeless; in foster care; living 
in defined medically underserved areas; or have 
special needs. Programs use the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines to determine eligibility. The chart 
shows the eligibility of families in Early/Head 
Start.

Homelessness Services
	 During the 2012 program year, 475 homeless 
families were served and 523 homeless children 
were served in Early Head Start/Head Start in 
South Dakota. As shown in the chart on the right, 
there has been a gradual increase of identified 
homeless families and children in the past four 
years. 
	 A gradual increase is also evident in the 
number of families that acquired housing for 
program years 2009 -2012.
	 Head Start agencies comply with the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 2001 – Title X 
and Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act-Sec 725. 
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
defines homeless as "individuals are considered 
homeless if there is a lack of a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence." 
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South Dakota Head Start Association (http://sdheadstart.org) 
The South Dakota Head Start Association, established in 1989, is to coordinate and conduct activities designed to enhance 
awareness of Head Start in South Dakota, to be a support link between local, regional and National Head Start programs, to 
develop joint policy positions and statements which reflect a consensus of the opinions of Head Start Parents, Staff, Directors, and 
Friends, to establish communication, cooperation and an action network between head Start Directors, Staff, Parents, and Friends 
within the State of South Dakota, to conduct training on a statewide basis for Head Start parents, Staff, Directors, and Friends and 
to coordinate efforts with other interested groups.
 Our Mission:  The South Dakota Head Start Association is a leading voice supporting the work of Head Start programs and their 

partners through education, advocacy, training and networking for quality early childhood education and services to families. Our Vision:  To be a positive 
voice, a powerful advocate and promoter of quality programs for children, families, and communities in South Dakota.

Data were prepared by:  South Dakota KIDS COUNT.  Beacom School of Business

Data Sources: Data are from the Head Start Program Information Reports 2008/09, 2009/10, 2010/11, and 2011/12. The figures are all Early Head Start and 
Head Start programs in South Dakota, including Tribal programs. There were 23 reporting sites for each reporting year. 

Primary Language of Family At Home

	 The table on the left shows the primary language spoken at home for children 
in Early Head Start and Head Start. The majority of children enrolled in Early Head 
Start /Head Start in South Dakota speak English as their primary language at 
home. In families where English is not the primary language spoken in the home, 
Head Start services can still be provided. Many agencies work with translators to 
communicate with children and their families. 
	 There were 72 child development staff providing services to families in their 
native language. This benefits the children and encourages parents to be involved 
in the program. These languages included Spanish, Native American, Pacific Island 
languages, European and Slavic languages, African languages and others.
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Enrollment by Race
 	
	 The chart below shows a breakout of the percent of children enrolled in Early Head Start and Head Start by race for 2011/12. The 
race of a child is reported by the child's family. American Indian/Alaskan Native children comprise the greatest percentage of children 
enrolled in Head Start. There is a more even split of American Indian/Alaskan Native and White children in Early Head Start.  Biracial 
or Multi-Racial children comprised eight percent of the total racial grouping for Head Start and ten percent for Early Head Start. Black 
or African American comprised three percent of the total racial grouping for Head Start and four percent for Early Head Start. 	

English 5,465
Spanish 102

Middle Eastern/South Asian 
Languages 18

East Asian Languages 40
Native North American/Alaskan 

Native Languages <5
European & Slavic Languages 107

African Languages 42
Unspecified Languages 10

http://sdheadstart.org
http://www.sdkidscount.org

