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What imPact does [ead Start have?

Head Start has the ambitious mandate of improving
educational and developmental outcomes for children from
economically disadvantaged families. Head Start’s mandate
requires that it meet the needs of the whole child, including the
cognitive, social-emotional, and health needs of children, and
positively influence the parenting practices of their parents'.

In family member's own words,

*My danghter has increased her love of school. She has learned
appropriate bebavior for her age and vastly improved her social
skills. My husband and I are glad we get to be a positive part of
our child’s education.

*The program has made us more aware of our childs education
needs and what to do to help her strive in education and life.

*The sense of family at Head Start is just like what we have in
our home. Thank you for all you do for us.

[mpaciof FleudsStangSenvices

My danghter now has all the skills necessary to move on to
kindergarten and is doing great!

*Head Start has impacted our family in more ways than I can write,
but some examples are helping my son learn everything from colors
and shapes to tasting a new texture, gaining new and fun ideas and
activities that the whole family can do, and teaching us as a family.

'U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and
Families (January 2010). Head Start Impact Study. Final Report. Washington, DC.

Farenta] ]nvolvement

Parent involvement is essential to the success of Early Head
Start and Head Start Programs. Parents volunteer in classrooms,
participate in decision making and provide direction, through a
Policy Council. The Council works in partnership with Head Start
staff and board of directors to provide high quality programs.

The chart on the right shows the number of parent volunteers
for program years 2010, 2011 and 2012. The number of parent
volunteers decreased for the current program year.
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http://doe.sd.gov/oess/headstart.aspx

Transitioning to [ead Start and to Kindergarten

In very broad terms, the Office of Head Start’s definition of school readiness is that “children are ready for school, families
are ready to support their children’s learning, and schools are ready for children.” Head Start leaders must identify the knowledge
and skills children demonstrate when they are school ready. A clear articulation of these goals enables Head Start staff and families
to choose and implement the most effective curriculum, and assessments.

"Head Start was a very
valuable tool in my son's
education. He has some
development delays and
speech problems, yet the

staff and teachers at Head

Start helped him immensely.
His advancement and pride
in work is one of the best
memories I have."

-Past Parent

Head Start programs serving infants and toddlers are required to establish program

goals for improving school readiness of children that:
* Appropriately reflect the ages of children participating in the program;
* Align with the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework
(HSCDELF) in the five essential domains:
1. Social and Emotional Development
2. Language Development and Literacy
3. Approaches Toward Learning
4. Cognition and General Knowledge
5. Physical Well-Being and Motor Development
* Align with State early learning guidelines; and
* Align with the requirements and expectations of the schools, as they apply to
infants and toddlers>.
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The charts below show the number of children transitioning to Head Start or to kindergarten. Over 60 percent of children in

Early Head Start transitioned to Head Start in

the 2012 program year. Almost half of the children enrolled in Head Start in 2012

transitioned to kindergarten in South Dakota. In 2012, 95 public schools (out of 150) reported a PreK enrollment of 3,116 children.
In 2012, 97 non-public schools reported a PreK enrollment of 615 children. The number of children enrolled in PreK programs
within public school has more than doubled since 2009 (1,361 enrolled). A slight increase in enrollment numbers has been seen in
reports on non-public schools. Many public schools collaborate with Head Start grantees to serve these children.

2School Readiness Goals for Infants and Toddlers in Head Start and Early Head Start Programs: Examples from the Early Head Start National Resource Center. Accessed from U.S.

DHHS website, http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/ehsnrd, on 7/18/2012.
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Data Sources: Data are from the Head Start Program Information Reports 2009, 2010, 2011. The figures are all Head Start and Early Head Start programs in South Dakota,

including Tribal programs. There were 23 reporting sites.
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