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The South Dakota Department of Education, Special Education
Programs is pleased to present this annual report to the Governor
of South Dakota. This report describes the programs, priorities
and activities the Advisory Panel has participated in for the 2012-
2013 school year, and represents the continuing progress toward
meeting the goal of the Department.
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Letter from the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson

To the Governor of South Dakota,

The South Dakota Advisory Panel for Children with Disabilities continues its
service in an advisory role and advocate for children with disabilities and their
educational opportunities. This annual report highlights the priorities,
recommendations and activities of the panel for the past year.

The board is committed to working to enhance the lives of people with
disabilities. Professionals representing different areas of expertise work together
to provide insight, input, guidance and direction to the office of Special
Education so that South Dakota can continue to provide our students with the
best possible education

Team efforts and focus during this past year, July 1, 2012 — June 30, 2013, have
been highlighted by ongoing consultation, training, sharing, input and updates
with the state office of Special Education.

Sarah Carda, Chairperson
Shelly Shaw, Vice Chairperson
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The South Dakota Advisory Panel

The South Dakota Advisory Panel, composed of individuals from around the state
and selected by the Governor of South Dakota, advises the Department of Education,
Special Education Programs (SEP) on issues related to students with disabilities.

In compliance with this responsibility the panel conducts public meetings
throughout the state. During this year, the panel met in Sioux Falls, Custer and Pierre.

The panel’s role as a stake holder group for the State Performance Plan and the
Annual Performance Report is vital. The SEP wishes to thank the panel for their assistance
and guidance.

Another issue addressed by the panel was the declining number of special education
teachers and related service providers throughout the state. The panel also advised the
SEP on ways to improve the information provided to parents by the school districts and
increase parent participation in the yearly surveys requesting parent input as to the
services provided to their children.

Requirement in the Administrative Rules of South Dakota

24:05:14:18.State advisory panel -- General.

The department shall establish and maintain an advisory panel for the purpose of
providing policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for
children with disabilities in the state.

24:05:14:19. State advisory panel -- Membership.

The advisory panel must consist of members appointed by the Governor, or any other
official authorized under state law to make such appointments, be representative of the
state population, and be composed of individuals involved in, or concerned with, the
education of children with disabilities, including;:

(1) Parents of children with disabilities, ages birth through 26;
(2) Individuals with disabilities;
(3) Teachers;

(4) Representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special
education and related services personnel;

(5) State and local education officials, including officials who carry out activities
under subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as
amended to January 1, 2007;

(6) Administrators of programs for children with disabilities;

(7) Representatives of other state agencies involved in the financing or delivery of
related services to children with disabilities;




(8) Representatives of private schools;

(9) Not less than one representative of a vocational, community, or business
organization concerned with the provision of transition services to children with
disabilities;

(10) A representative from the state child welfare agency responsible for foster care;
and

(11) Representatives from the state juvenile and adult corrections agencies.

A majority of the members of the panel must be individuals with disabilities or parents of
children with disabilities, ages birth through 26.

24:05:14:20. State advisory panel -- Duties.
The advisory panel shall:

(1) Advise the department of unmet needs within the state in the education of
children with disabilities;

(2) Comment publicly on any rules proposed by the department related to the
education of children with disabilities;

(3) Advise the department in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the
U.S. Secretary of Education under section 618 of the IDEA;

(4) Advise the department in developing corrective action plans to address findings
identified in federal monitoring reports under Part B of the IDEA; and

(5) Advise the department in developing and implementing policies related to the
coordination of services for children with disabilities.




Panel Responsibilities

1. Advise the SEA of unmet needs within the State in the education of children with
disabilities.

2. Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the State regarding the
education of children with disabilities.

3. Advise the SEA in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary
under section 618 of the Act.

4. Advise the SEA in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified
in Federal monitoring reports under Part B of the Act.

5. Advise the SEA in developing and implementing policies relating to the
coordination of services for children with disabilities.

6. Review and comment on final due process hearing findings and decisions.

7. Advising on eligible students with disabilities in adult prisons. The advisory panel
also shall advise on the education of eligible students with disabilities who have
been convicted as adults and incarcerated in adult prisons.




Membership

Name: Sarah Carda
Chairperson
Representation: Parent
Address: Yankton, SD
Term Ends: 06/30/2012

Name: Shelly Shaw

Vice Chairperson

Representation: Special Education Teacher, Parent
Address: Mission, SD

Term Ends: 06/30/2012

Name: Karolyn Baumann
Representation: Parent
Address: Brandon, SD
Term Ends: 06/30/2015

Name: Roger Bowie
Representation: Parent
Address: Sioux Falls, SD
Term Ends: 06/30/2012

Name: Jody Carpenter
Representation: Parent
Address: Brookings, SD
Term Ends: 06/30/2015

Name: Todd Christensen

Representation: Special Education Administrator,
Parent

Address: Rapid City, SD

Term Ends: 6/30/2013

Name: Dr. Greg Cooch

Representation: Higher Education Preparer of
Special Education and Related Service Providers
Address: Spearfish, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Traci Glanzman
Representation: Individual
Address: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: 6/30/2015

Name: Michelle Greseth

Representation: Special Education Administrator,
Parent

Address: Sisseton, SD

Term Ends: 6/30/2015

Name: Bernie Grimme

Representation: Transition and State Agency
Responsible for Financing and Delivering Related
Services.

Address: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Lisa Heckenlaible

Representation: Special Education Administrator
Address: Mitchell, SD

Term Ends: 6/30/2015

Name: Doug Herrmann

Representation: State Juvenile Corrections
Address: Custer, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Sara Hoogheem

Representation: Parent, Special Education Teacher
Address: Clark, SD

Term Ends: 06/30/2015

Name: Judy Hoscheid

Representation: State Child Welfare Agency
responsible for Foster Children

Address: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Marie Ivers

Representation: Parent, Special Education
Administrator

Address: Brookings, SD

Term Ends: 06/30/2015




Name: Laura Johnson-Frame
Representation: McKinney-Vento
Addpress: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Mark Krogstrand

Representation: Individual with a Disability,

Administrator
Address: Aberdeen, SD
Term Ends: 6/30/2013

Name: Kerry Larson
Representation: Parent
Address: Sioux Falls, SD
Term Ends: 06/30/2015

Name: McCormick-Gilles

Representation: Other State Agencies/Cooperative
Address: Mount Vernon, SD

Term Ends: 7/09/2015

Name: Greg Riley
Representation: Private School
Address: Rockerville, SD
Term Ends: 6/30/2014

Name: Elaine Roberts

Representation: South Dakota Parent Connection
Address: Sioux Falls, SD

Term Ends: 6/30/2014

Name: Heather Stettnichs
Representation: Parent
Address: Sioux Falls, SD
Term Ends: 6/30/2015

Name: Merle Doolittle
Representation: Secretary, SDDOE
Address: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Ann Larsen/Linda Turner
Representation: State Director of Special
Education

Address: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

Name: Alicia Schoenhard

Representation: Program Specialist, SDDOE
Address: Pierre, SD

Term Ends: Appointed

22 panel members from across South Dakota, 12 of these members represent as parents or individuals with disabilities,

55% of the membership.




Panel Priorities

« Behavioral Health

« Funding

« Unmet Needs
a. Transition
b. Highly Qualified teacher
c. Service Providers

Priority 1 Behavioral Health

Member Participants: Greg Cooch, Lisa Heckenlaible, Greg Riley, Roger Bowie, Judy
Hoscheid, Shelly Shaw, Kerry Larson, Marie Ivers

Activities:

Statewide Initiatives: Response to Intervention (RTI) and Positive Behavior Interventions and
Supports (PBIS)

Becky Cain updated the panel on the status of the PBIS project and project schools. She
began by reviewing the components of the model, and speaking about the outcomes of the
implementation of this model. More information can be found on the DOE website:

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/sped pbis.aspx

Results:

% Through efforts of Response to Intervention and Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Support, public awareness to parents and professionals concerning early identification
has increased, as well as early intervening is taking place with children with disabilities,
whether needs are specific to academics or behavior.

% When using consistent methods of identification of children with disabilities,

appropriate services are provided to meet the needs of the child.
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Priority 2 Funding

Member Participants:
Elaine Roberts, Michelle Greseth, Todd Christensen

Activities:
State Application for Funds

Funds are required for specific activities include monitoring, complaint investigation, and
mediation. Authorized activities include direct services, technical assistance and
professional development. These funds help deliver the Summer Conference and the SPED
Connection subscriptions for the districts. PBIS and Mental Health activities include
Family Preservation grants and Voices for Children. iPad grants were awarded with
funding toward technology, as well as work with TSLP and Indicator 14 under transition

programming.
Interagency Agreements

Linda Turner updated the group on the current status of the following interagency
agreements: Dept of Corrections, updated March 2013; Dept of Social Services, currently
under revision; SD School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and SD School for the Deaf,
current as of June 2011; Transition, currently under revision, reviewed biannually.

Results:

% Understanding of educational funding, and relation to unmet needs of students with

disabilities.
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Priority 3 Unmet Needs

Member Participants:
Sara Hoogheem, Laura Johnson-Frame, Doug Hermann, Sarah Carda, Mark Krogstrand,
Heather Stettnichs, Bernie Grimme

Activities:

Post High School Survey

Gloria Plumer reviewed the results of the online Post High School Survey conducted in
2010. The survey was implemented in order to identify secondary training needs for
students with disabilities. The survey report was sent to vocational agencies across the
state. Face-to-face interviews were also completed with parents and advocates of students
with disabilities. Overall results from parents indicated that their sons and daughters
would like to remain in South Dakota communities, but needed assistance in service areas
such as financing for independent living. South Dakota has spent the last three years
looking for similar post-secondary options for students in South Dakota to SAVE at
IowaLakes and Beyond Academics in Greensboro, NC.

Disability Employment Initiative (DEI)

Jill Foster and Heather Schopp presented on the Disability Employment Initiative
originating from the Department of Labor and Regulation, which is a three-year grant to
help recruit and enroll 18-24 year olds across seven West River counties to improve the
coordination and collaboration among employment and training programs, as well as build
effective community partnerships to better serve individuals with disabilities and improve
employment outcomes. Integrated Resource Teams were created as IEP teams with
employment focus. These teams included family, teachers, Vocational Rehab, counselors,
job coaches, and employers.

Governor Dennis Daugaard helped introduce the training piece by shooting a short video
about the initiative, which is available on www.sddei.org.

A Career Development Forum was held in June 2012 at Western Dakota Technical Institute.
Topics presented at the forum were learning self-advocacy tools, developing employment
goals and a career plan, employment skills, understanding employers” expectations, and

coordinating resources. There are plans to hold three more forum events in the summer of
2013.

National/Regional Updates

John started by summarizing services provided by TAESE to the South Dakota Department
of Education: Technical Assistance, Indicator 8 collection and analysis, IEP Facilitations,
Mediators, Due Process Hearing Officers, and Conference Call Trainings (most recently
with Jim Walsh). Information regarding the Special Education Advisory Panel website was
discussed. Panel members are encouraged to participate in the quarterly meetings held
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over webinar. Information for these meetings is sent out through TAESE and forwarded to
panel members from SEP. Topcis covered included: Sequestration, Common Core State
Standards, Compliance Monitoring shift to results, Fiscal Accountability, SEA Waivers,
School Climate, Autism, and At-risk students (MTSS).

DakotaLink

Pat Czerny reviewed the history of DakotaLink, which was a 4 year grant that began in
1992, but they are still providing assistance and awareness in Assistive Technology across
the state. The organization provides many services, such as closed-circuit programming,
recycling medical equipment, short-term loans on AT equipment, lending libraries, and
much more.

Staff at DakotaLink also provide presentations and demonstrations on available
equipment. Pat demonstrated a number of devices used for students with disabilities.
Over 60% of DakotaLink’s business is done with college students.

Results:

< Panel members will increase their knowledge and understanding of the transition
process, opportunities available, and areas of need for students on IEPs of transition
age.

When using consistent methods of identification of children with disabilities,

X/
°e

appropriate services are provided to meet the needs of the child.
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Meeting Dates 2012-2013

October 15%-16
Spearfish Canyon Lodge, Spearfish, SD

January 10t

MacKay Building Conference Room #1,

(via Microsoft LiveMeeting)
Pierre, SD

April 29% — 30t
Instructional Planning Center, Sioux Falls, SD

June 24t
Red Rossa, Pierre, SD

** A copy of the meeting minutes can be found on the SDDOE website:

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/sped advisory.aspx

14




20 Indicators in the SPP

Indicator 1 —Improving graduation rates for students with disabilities

Indicator 2 —Decreasing dropout rates for students with disabilities

Indicator 3 —Ensuring all students with disabilities participate in statewide assessment
Indicator 4 —Reducing suspension and expulsion rates for students with disabilities
Indicator 5 —Providing services for students with disabilities in the least restrictive
environment.

Indicator 6 —Providing preschool children with disabilities services in the least
restrictive environment

Indicator 7 —Improving cognitive and social outcomes for preschool children with
disabilities

Indicator 8 —Improving parent involvement in their child’s special education program
Indicator 9 —Reducing disproportionality of cultural groups in special education
Indicator 10 —Reducing the number of students from other cultures in certain disability
categories

Indicator 11—Improving efforts to locate, evaluate, and serve students with disabilities
Indicator 12—Ensuring a smoother transition from preschool programs to school-based
programs

Indicator 13 —Improving transition services for students with disabilities at the
secondary level, i.e., 16+ years

Indicator 14 —Improving the outcomes for students moving from secondary to
postsecondary activities

Indicator 15 —Making sure school districts correct noncompliance areas in the special
education program within one year

Indicator 16 —Ensuring complaints filed by parents and other agencies are completed in
a 60-day period

Indicator 17—Ensuring due process hearings are completed in a 45-day period
Indicator 18 —Increasing the use of resolution sessions to resolve due process hearings
Indicator 19 —Increasing the use of mediation to resolve differences with the school
Indicator 20 —Making sure the data used by the State is valid, reliable, and accurate
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