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Your workforce experts.



Workforce Investment Act –
Youth Program

• Assists Youth, who come from Low Income families 
and have barriers to employment, receive the training 
they need to gain employment



Goals

• Attain Degree or Certificate
• Post‐Secondary School
• Employment



Youth with a Disability

• Only their income is needed to determine Low 
Income status vs. the entire family

• Typically eligible 



Workforce Investment Act –
Youth Program Services

Career Exploration
• Labor Market Research
• Job Shadows
• Volunteer Work



Workforce Investment Act –
Youth Program Services

Job Search
• Referrals to openings
• Classes
• Mock Interviews
• Resume / Application Assistance
• Social Media awareness



Workforce Investment Act –
Youth Program Services

Support Services 
•Transportation
•Daycare
•Housing
•Work Attire



Workforce Investment Act –
Youth Program Services

Work Experiences 
On‐the‐Job Training



Workforce Investment Act –
Youth Program Services

Post‐Secondary Education  
•Dual‐credit
• Two year programs
•High Demand / High Wage



Contact a DLR Local Office

Aberdeen 626‐2340
Brookings 688‐4351
Huron 353‐7155
Madison 256‐5300
Mitchell 995‐8060
Pierre 773‐3372
Rapid City 394‐2296

Sioux Falls 367‐5300
Spearfish 642‐6900
Vermillion 677‐6900
Watertown 882‐5131
Winner 842‐0474
Yankton 668‐2900



LEGISLATIVE UPDATES



Legislative Updates
HOUSE BILL NO. 1031

Sponsors: The Committee on Education at the request of the Department of Education
Purpose: revise certain provisions related to the definition of and the diagnosing of 
autism and to revise the definition of a level five disability for purposes of state aid for 
special education funding.
Status:  Signed by Governor 

Next Steps:  
• Autism Eligibility Workgroup
• Draft Administrative Rules
• Board of Ed Hearing
• Implementation



Legislative Updates
Senate Bill 38

Sponsors: The Committee on Appropriations at the request of the Department of 
Education
Purpose: revise the state aid to special education formula.
Status: Waiting for Governor’s signature

Level for disability 
funding calculation

Disability

Level 1  $4,800.57 Specific Learning Disabled, Speech/Language Impairment, Other Health 
Impaired, and Developmentally Delayed

Level 2  $11,801.45 Emotional Disturbance, and Cognitive Disability
Level 3  $15,688.59 Deaf/Blind, Hearing Impairments, Orthopedic Impairments, Visually 

Impaired, Deafness, and Traumatic Brain Injury

Level 4  $14,008.12 Autism
Level 5  $21,210.57 Multiple Disabilities (HB 1031 ‐ at least two disability categories in 

levels two to four, inclusive, excluding the disability of deaf‐blindness)

Level 6  $7,643.78 Prolonged Assistance



Legislative Updates
House Bill 1032

Sponsors: The Committee on Education at the request of the Department of Education
Purpose: revise certain provisions regarding children placed in residential treatment 
centers or intensive residential treatment centers.
Status: Signed by Governor

House Bill 1187

Sponsors: Representatives Bolin, Ecklund, Greenfield, Haggar (Don), Haggar (Jenna), 
Kaiser, Latterell, May, Nelson, Olson (Betty), Qualm, Russell, Stalzer, Steele, and Wick 
and Senators Jensen, Begalka, and Omdahl
Purpose: provide for the exemption of certain students from the requirement to take 
certain academic assessment tests
Status:  Failed



Legislative Updates

Senate Bill 108 (Hoghoused)

Sponsors: Senator Rave and Representative Cronin
Purpose: require a study of services and insurance coverage for the treatment of 
autism spectrum disorder for children.
Status: Waiting for Governor’s signature

House Bill 1257

Sponsors: The Committee on Health and Human Services
Purpose: clarify certain autism spectrum disorders insurance coverage
Status:  Deferred to the 41st legislative day



RFP Information



Procurement Site
• http://boa.sd.gov/divisions/procurement/opm/



Accountability RFP
Summary: The South Dakota Department of Educations Division 
of Educational Services and Support is seeking a qualified vendor 
to provide special education consulting services on behalf of the 
State of South Dakota. Consultant will act as an accountability 
team leader to assist the State in ensuring that Local Education 
Agency programs are implementing the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act and improving results for children and their families. 
The Department of Education is the issuing office for this document 
and all subsequent addenda relating to it, on behalf of the State of 
South Dakota, Department of Education, Division of Educational 
Services and Support. The reference number for the transaction is 
RFP 2247. This number must be referred to on all proposals, 
correspondence, and documentation relating to the RFP.





Proficiency in Reading 
by 4th Grade 

Proficiency in Math 
by 9th Grade



IEPq
• IEPq will be 
offered as a 
session at the 
Special Ed 
Conference

• Anyone 
attending the 
session will 
receive a 
username and 
password



SMARTER BALANCED 
ACCOMMODATIONS



Smarter Balanced Accommodations

• Calculator
– Embedded within the testing environment only 
(Grades 6‐8 & 11 only)

– Only exceptions are for the visually impaired
• Talking Calculator, large calculator, braille calculator
• No other hand held calculators allowed



Smarter Balanced Accommodations

• Multiplication Table
– Level 3 (Documented Accommodations)

• Non‐embedded
• Single Digit (1‐9)
• Grades 4‐8 & 11
• For students with a documented and persistent 
calculation disability

• SBAC multiplication table document available (on our 
website)



Smarter Balanced Accommodations
• Text‐to‐Speech

– Level 2 (Designated Support) – grades 3‐8 & 11
• Math (stimuli and items)
• ELA (items)

– Level 3 (Documented Accommodation) – grades 6‐8 & 11
• ELA (stimuli)

• Read Aloud (same guidelines as Text‐to‐Speech)
– For those students who may have difficulty listening to the 

computer generated voice (should be very few)
– Teacher must be trained and qualified (more information on our 

website)
– Teacher would read right off the computer screen

Stimuli = main information such as reading passage for ELA



Smarter Balanced Accommodations

• Scribe (must be trained – more information on our 
website)
– Level 2 (Designated Support) 

• For students with documented significant motor or processing 
difficulties or has had a recent injury

– Math
– ELA (non‐writing items)

– Level 3 (Documented Accommodations)
• For students with documented significant motor or processing 
difficulties or has had a recent injury

• To demonstrate their composition skills – need to be able to 
develop planning notes, and view the product while composing

– ELA (writing items)



Smarter Balanced Accommodations

• Use of Paras
– Test administrator (certified teacher) 

• Starts the assessment with the appropriate login information
• Checks to make sure supports and accommodations are 
being provided

• Reads the directions
• Does periodic checks

– Para
• Proctors the assessment (watches the students)
• Makes sure not technical issues arise
• Keep students on task



Smarter Balanced Accommodations

• For SBAC
– Field Tests

• Supports and 
Accommodations MUST 
marked in TIDE

• Multiplication Table 
available on DOE Website 
and also through the Field 
Tests link

– Practice and Training 
Tests Smarter Balanced Assessments ‐

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/



South Dakota’s SBAC Website
– SBAC 2013‐2014

• Accommodations – one page overview
• SBAC Frequently Asked Questions
• SD (SBAC) Q&A document 
• SBAC Usability, Accessibility, and 
Accommodation Guidelines 

• SBAC/D‐STEP Science Accommodation 
Worksheet

Review IEP’s to make sure assessment 
accommodations meet requirements for 
the state assessment

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/SMARTERbalanced.aspx



Site Visits
• To observe students using some of the supports 
(Level 2) and/or accommodations (Level 3)

• Visit with staff and/or students about what is 
working and some frustrations

• Optional
• Make sure to check with

– Administration
– Teacher
– Student



SBAC Accommodations

Contact Information:

Beth Schiltz
Beth.Schiltz@state.sd.us

605‐773‐4257



Alternate Assessment Updates
• STEP‐A window closed March 14

– Materials are scheduled to be picked up by UPS on 
March 19

– All scorable materials must be received by Pearson 
by March 21 



Alternate Assessment Updates
• NCSC pilot window 
opens April 14 ‐May 16
– Test Administration 
Manual now available on 
NCSC Alt webpage

– Learner Management 
System will open soon

• 8 Modules with quiz after 
each session

• Username and passwords 
will be sent directly to 
those participating in pilot



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Adopting new criteria
• Will use from this point forward
• Posted on NCSC Alt webpage and IEP Forms 
and Documents page

• Participation Criteria Worksheet (Appendix A from Guidelines)

• NCSC Participation Guidelines



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• The criteria for participation in the NCSC 
Alternate Assessment reflect the pervasive 
nature of a significant cognitive disability. All 
content areas should be considered when 
determining who should participate in this 
assessment. Thus, a student who participates 
in the NCSC Alternate Assessment participates 
in this assessment for all content areas. 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Most significant change in criteria for SD
–Having a significant cognitive disability is 
not determined by an IQ test score, but 
rather a holistic understanding of a student. 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
Previous Criteria

• The student’s cognitive 
abilities are 2.0 standard 
deviations or more below 
the mean (inclusive of the 
standard error of 
measurement); and

New Criteria
• The student has a significant 

cognitive disability 
– Review of student records 

indicate a disability or 
multiple disabilities that 
significantly impact 
intellectual functioning and 
adaptive behavior. 

– *Adaptive behavior is defined 
as essential for someone to 
live independently and to 
function safely in daily life. 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
Previous Criteria

• The student has an active 
IEP with annual goals and 
short term 
objectives/benchmarks 
which focus on South 
Dakota Extended Content 
and Alternate Academic 
Achievement Descriptors 
for Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities; and

New Criteria
• The student is learning 

content linked to (derived 
from) the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS)
– Goals and instruction listed in 

the IEP for this student are 
linked to the enrolled grade 
level CCSS and address 
knowledge and skills that are 
appropriate and challenging 
for this student. 

– annual goals and short term 
objectives/benchmarks 
(required)



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
• The student’s disability affects how the 
student learns curriculum linked to the CCSS. 
– learning appropriately breaks the standards into 
smaller steps. 
• NCSC has derived these smaller steps from the 
CCSS to guide instruction, they are called Core 
Content Connectors (CCC). 

– A CCC is a representation of the essential “core” 
content of a standard in the CCSS. 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
Previous Criteria

• The student primarily 
requires direct and 
extensive instruction to 
acquire, maintain, 
generalize and transfer skills 
done in naturally occurring 
settings of the student’s life. 
(e.g. school, community, 
home, vocational/career, 
and recreation and leisure)

New Criteria
• The student requires 

extensive direct 
individualized instruction 
and substantial supports to 
achieve measureable gains 
in the grade‐and age‐
appropriate curriculum. 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
• IEP Teams need to consider:

– Description of the student’s curriculum and 
instruction, including data on progress 

– Classroom work samples and data 
– Examples of performance on assessment tasks to 
compare with classroom work 

– Results of district‐wide alternate assessments 
– Results of individualized reading assessments 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
• IEP Teams need to consider:

– IEP information including: � Present levels 
(PLAAFP), goals, and short‐term objectives. 

– Considerations for students with individualized 
and substantial communication needs or modes

– Considerations for students who may be learning 
English as a second or other language (i.e., English 
language learners) that may interfere with an 
accurate assessment of his or her academic, 
social, or adaptive abilities. 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria
• Not Based on: 

1. A disability category or label 
2. Poor attendance or extended absences 
3. Native language/social/cultural or economic difference 
4. Expected poor performance on the general education assessment 
5. Academic and other services student receives 
6. Educational environment or instructional setting 
7. Percent of time receiving special education services 
8. English Language Learner (ELL) status 
9. Low reading level/achievement level 
10. Anticipated disruptive behavior 
11. Impact of student scores on accountability system 
12. Administrator decision 
13. Anticipated emotional duress 
14. Need for accommodations (e.g., assistive technology/AAC) to participate in assessment 
process 



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Participation 
Criteria Worksheet
– Appendix A in 
Participation 
Guidelines



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Participation 
Guidelines



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Participation 
Guidelines



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Participation 
Guidelines



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• Participation 
Guidelines



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• IEP will not change

Assessment
☐ Student will be taking state and district-wide assessments with or without accommodations.
☐ Student will be taking state and district-wide alternate assessments (The alternate assessment is 
for students working in the alternate achievement standards)  (Annual goal and short term objectives 
required)  
•Does the student meet the significant cognitive disability criteria?  (If no, student is not eligible to take 
the alternate  assessment)        
•☐ Yes     ☐ No
•Explain the reason why the student cannot participate in the regular assessment.

•Explain the reason why the alternate assessment selected is appropriate for this student.

☐ No state and/or district-wide assessments are required at this student’s grade level during the 
course of this annual IEP.



Significant Cognitive Disability Criteria

• How will this affect the number of students 
assessed on an alternate assessment in SD
– Expect that teams make careful 

determinations regarding eligibility and 
participation

– State is still capped at counting 1% of 
proficient scores for accountability

• Districts will be able to apply for exception but if 
statewide numbers increase exceptions may not 
be granted



Alternate Assessment

Contact Information:

Linda Turner
Linda.Turner@state.sd.us



Save the Date
• What do Common Core State Standards mean 
and look like for students with significant 
cognitive disabilities?
– This one hour webinar will focus on what one set 
of standards for all students means and provide 
information and tools to communicate this 
message to parents and the community.

• April 16, 1:30‐2:30 central time



Save the Date
• Workshop on developing universally designed 
lessons focusing on the NCSC curriculum and 
instruction materials.
– August 11 – Rapid City ‐ 8:00‐4:00 mountain time
– August 13 – Sioux Falls ‐ 8:00‐4:00 central time

• Districts are encouraged to send an education 
team. Teams would bring student scenarios and 
lesson plans and leave with lessons, materials, and 
strategies adapted to meet the needs of their 
students .



CEIS Data Collection

• District that elected to use 15% of IDEA Part B 
funds during the 12‐13 SY
– Data verification letters will be sent out next week
– Information was submitted through 13‐14 
Flowthrough

– Only verifying information entered in e‐grant

– Questions?  Alicia.Schoenhard@state.sd.us



College and Career Ready

Students graduate high school ready 
for postsecondary or the workforce



Save the Date
Summer Transition Institute

• Transition Training for HS Special Education Teams 
• Sponsored by TSLP 
• July 14-16, 2014, Ramkota, Pierre, SD 
• “Going Beyond Indicator 13 Requirements” is the theme 

for this summer’s training. Training will begin at 1:00pm 
on July 14, and end at noon on July 16. One graduate 
credit will be available. 

• Pre-Conference Session July 14, 8:00am-Noon. Job 
Coach/Job Development Training for Educators. 



Effective Teachers and Leaders

Students are supported by effective 
teachers and leaders. 



Speech‐Language Certification & Licensure
• In process of updating rules regarding Speech Language 

Pathology certification.
• State Law requiring license

– DOE will honor state licensure to show competency and meet requirements as 
a Speech‐Language evaluator (24:05:23:04).

• ARSD will reflect the requirement of state licensure rather than DOE 
certification.

• Once amended ARSD is in place, DOE will no longer be 
offering SLP certification.
– will remain on certificate as long as it is kept current

• Questions about certification?  Alicia.Schoenhard@state.sd.us
• Questions about licensure? proflic@rushmore.com or 642‐1600



Speech‐Language Certification & Licensure

• Rules are up for public hearing at 
March 24 Board of Education 
meeting.

• http://doe.sd.gov/board/index.aspx



LRP E‐Connection Topics
• Sign up through Sped Connections at 
http://www.specialedconnection.com

• Consider 8 tips to avoid parent‐led litigation over shortened 
school days— Failing to appreciate the complexity of issues 
surrounding the use of a shortened school day can lead to 
claims of disability discrimination and denial of FAPE. Know 
how to avoid a related misstep.

• Embed behavioral support into transition plans for students 
with severe disabilities— Socially inappropriate behaviors 
often contribute to poor post‐school outcomes. Learn how to 
incorporate positive behavioral supports into your transition 
planning process. 



Special Education Conference
• March 25 and 26 in Pierre
• Dan Habib is the keynote speaker

– Including Samuel
– Who Cares for Kelsey?

• Strands
– Transition
– Technology
– School Climate
– Accommodations and Modifications



Dan Habib Parent Session
• March 25, 7PM‐9PM at the Ramkota
• $25 stipends available for child care through 
Parent Connection.  



Session at Sped Conference

• Tuesday – 9:30 am ‐ College and Career Ready
– Reviewing Indicator 14 data analysis site.
– Please bring laptop and username and password
– If need, please contact Melissa.Flor@state.sd.us or 
Beth.Schiltz@state.sd.us

• Wednesday: 1:45 pm ‐ Are you a predictor of 
success?
– Heather Schopp from DEI project



Education Summer Conference
• June 2 and 3 in Pierre
• Differentiated instruction Dr. Richard Cash
• Family engagement Lori Laughlin
• Registration is $80
• Registration will be sent out in April
• Graduate credit will be available. 
• Both general education and special education 
staff are encouraged to attend



School Climate

Students enter schools that are provide 
an environment conducive to learning.



March Behavior Tip
Success Builds Success

Helping kids build momentum 
“Nothing motivates him”
“If she would just try she could do it”
“He is so stubborn! Every time I ask him to do something 
he shuts down”
‐Kids who have failed over and over need to see success
‐Start with something you know they know
‐Progressively introduce harder material



Top 20
July 21‐22 at the Rapid City Ramkota 8AM‐4:30PM
July 23‐24 at the Sioux Falls Ramada 8AM‐4:30PM
Graduate credit is available
Rebecca.cain@state.sd.us



It’s coming!!! Suspension and Expulsion data 
collection logins will be sent out the first week 
of May.  



CAMPUS UPDATE





Campus Update
• Took an 
update end 
of February, 
fixed most 
sped issues



Campus Update

• ESY 
Services



Campus Update
• ESY Services



Campus – Coding 504



ECF APPLICATIONS
Susan Woodmansey



ECF Application Webinar
• DATE: March 20, 2014, at 11:00 a.m. CDT
• WEBINAR presentation on new Extraordinary 
Cost Fund application process

• https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/stateofsd/joi
n?id=ECF&role=attend

Toll‐free: 1 (866) 410‐8397 
Participant code: 6057736119



TEACHER OR DISTRICT SHARING
Is there a teacher or program that is newsworthy? Please share



• S.D. 8th‐graders campaign against the "R‐word"
A group of eighth‐graders at Simmons Middle School in 
Aberdeen, S.D., are leading an awareness campaign to end 
the use of the "R‐word" to refer to people who have 
disabilities as part of Special Olympics' Spread the Word to 
End the Word awareness day. Students talked to peers in 
class, sold T‐shirts, and made posters and pledge sheets. 
"We're trying to eliminate the R‐word because it does hurt, 
especially people who have disabilities," student Sean 
MacFarlane said. Aberdeen American News (S.D.) (tiered 
subscription model) (3/4)

• Rapid City Central High School Video:
– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQ4CK1__‐AI



2014 Governor’s Awards

• Nominations due March 28, 2014
– Outstanding 

• Transition
• Citizen
• Employee
• Employer

– Distinguished service



Next Sped Directors LiveMeeting

• Change in meeting platform coming…



Next Sped Directors LiveMeeting
April 15, 2014
10:00 CST

Join the meeting log on to:
https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/stateofsd/join?id=Sped&role=attend 
Meeting ID: Sped
Entry Code: (none required) 

Telephone conferencing
Toll‐free: +1 (866) 410‐8397
Participant code: 6057738195



FEDERAL PART B GRANT APPLICATION



Federal Application 2014
• http://doe.sd.gov/oess/sped.aspx

• Notice of Public Availability
Notice is hereby given that the SD Department of Education, Special 
Education Programs is making available to the public the Federal Fiscal 
Year (FFY) 2014 Grant Applications under Part B of the Individuals for 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Copies of the application can 
bedownloaded here, or are available by contacting the SD Department of 
Education – Special Education Programs, Part B, Annual State Applications, 
800 Governor Drive, Pierre, SD 57501 (605‐773‐3678).

Written comments concerning the Part B IDEA application will be 
accepted from March 13, 2014 through April 11, 2014. Comments 
regarding the Part B IDEA application should be sent to Linda Turner 
Director of Special Education, or to the address above.



Federal Application 2014

REGULAR AWARD AMOUNT Est. $31,445,481 

TOTAL AWARD AMOUNT $31,445,481 

ADMINISTRATION

Maximum Available for Administration. $1,002,122 
How much do you want to set aside for 
Administration in dollars?  $1,002,122 

Set Aside for other State‐Level Activities $3,012,165



Required Activities
• Monitoring, 
enforcement, and 
complaint investigation
– Monitoring contracts*
– TAESE ‐ Complaints*

• $414,823

• To establish and 
implement the 
mediation process 
required by law
– Navigator*
– TAESE – Mediation & 
Facilitation*

• $157,149



Authorized Activities
• For support and direct services, including 
technical assistance, personnel preparation, 
and professional development and training.

• TA Contracts
• Part C Summer Services
• Autism Grants/Contracts

• Summer Autism Training
• Behavior
• West River Autism

• Center for Disability Grant
• MTSS ‐ RtI

• Auxiliary placements
• Summer Conference
• Professional  Development
• SPED Connection
• TAESE

• $1,459,541



Authorized Activities
• To assist LEAs in providing positive behavioral 
interventions and supports and appropriate 
mental health services for children w/ 
disabilities.

• PBIS
• Family Preservation  • $205,000



Authorized Activities
• To assist LEAs in meeting personnel shortages.

• SLP‐MA Distance 
Program MOU with the 
BOR

• $24,050



Authorized Activities
• To support paperwork reduction activities, 
including expanding the use of technology in 
the IEP process.

• Infinite Campus • $12,420



Authorized Activities
• To support the use of technology in the 
classroom by children w/disabilities to 
enhance learning. 

• iPad mini‐grants and 
training – Center for 
Disabilities

• $84,876



Authorized Activities
• Development and implementation of 
transition programs, including coordination of 
services with agencies involved in supporting 
the transition of children w/disabilities to 
postsecondary activities.

• TSLP – Voc.Rehab.
• Indicator 14 – BHSU
• Transition Projects

• $301,963



Authorized Activities
• Alternative programming for children w/ 
disabilities who have been expelled from 
school, and services for children w/disabilities 
in correctional facilities, children enrolled in 
State‐operated or State‐supported schools.

• DOC
• Summer Services –
SDSBVI 

• $306,000



Authorized Activities
• To support the development and provision of 
appropriate accommodations for children with 
disabilities, or the development and provision of 
alternate assessments that are valid and reliable for 
assessing the performance of children with disabilities.

• NCSC Governance  • $46,343


